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CURTIS, Mavor. 


4 Cimmon Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the City of 
Lenden, en Thurſday the 13th Day of ORsber, 1796. | 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend THOMAS ROBERT'S, Chaplain to the Right Honourable 
the LORD-MaA VOR, for his excellent Sermons preached before his LoRp— 
SHIP, the JUDGES, ALDERMEN, SERJEANTS AT LAW, SHERIFFS, and 
CITY OFFICERS, at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on the Seventeenth 
of April, and the Twenty-Ninth of May laſt, being the Fir/? Sundays in Eafter 
and Trinity Terms, and that he be deſired to print the ſame, and cauſe a 
Copy thereof to be ſent to the LORD MA vox, JuDGts, ALDERMEN, 


SERJEANTS AT LAW, SHERIFFs, and City OFFICERS, and to the 


MEMBERS of this CouRrT. 
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TO THE 


Right Honourable WILLIAM CURTIS, 
LORD MAYOR, 


THERE 


WORSHIPFUL THE ALDERMEN, 


THE 


RECORDER, THE SHERIFFS, 


AND THE 


COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LONDON, 
THIS 
SERMON, 
PREACHED IN THE 


Cathedral Church of St. Paul, | 


ON THE TWENTY-NINTH OF MAY, 1790, 


AND PRINTED AT THEIR REQUEST, 


IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 


BY THEIR OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


LONDON, | 
OCT, 28, 1796. | THE AUTHOR. 
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PSALM CXXII. VERSES 8, 9. 


FOR MY BRETHREN AND COMPANIONS SAKE, I WILL NOW SAY, PEACE 


BE WITHIN THEE, BECAUSE OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD OUR GOD, 
I WILL SEEK THY GOOD, 


Tur title informs us, this Pſalm was compoſed by David; 
and the Jewiſh Maſters aſſure us, that it was chanted by the 
people when they entered Jeruſalem, at their ſolemn feſtivals. 
The ſubject matter of the Pſalm correſponds with this tradi- 
tion, it being evidently a feſtival ſong calculated to excite 
pious extaſy, and expreſs patriotic joy at the approach to 
Jeruſalem, the metropolis of their nation, and the ſeat of 
their government, religion, and public worſhip. After other 
expreſſions of gladneſs, the Pſalmiſt piouſly exhorts them 
to pray for the peace of Jeruſalem,” annexing this glorious 


8 reward 
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reward—« they ſhall proſper that love thee.” The Hebrew 


word, peace, comprehends all manner of bleſſing and hap- 
pineſs, and which is emphatically expreſſed in the common 
verſion of the pſalms, ** proſperity :” For my brethren and 
8 companions ſake, I will now ſay, peace be within thee (or 
«© will wiſh thee proſperity.) Becauſe of the houſe of the 
wy Su our God, I will ſeek thy gow oy 


This Pſalm, it has been obſerved, was uſed as a triumphal 
hymn on great and ſolemn occaſions on the entering of Jeru- 
ſalem—we may apply it to the glorious hiſtory of this day— 
it was on this day that Charles the Second was reſtored to the 
throne and government of theſe kingdoms, and on this day 
he made his triumphal entry into the metropolis. A period 
of ſomewhat more than twelve years intervened between the 
death of one king and the return of another.“ The re- 
turning good ſeuſe of Englithmen, and the general inclination 
to monarchy powertully prevailed, The City of London, 
with the true ſpirit of loyalty, and the fle-t, the glorious 
bulwark of England, having previouſly declared for the reſto. 
ration of the monarch, it was happily compleated on this 


day. Poſſeſſed at this time of a much envied, becauſe the 


moſt 


* From January 30, 1048—to May 29, 1660. 


En 


moſt excellent conſtitution in Church and State, let us che- 
riſh and ſupport it with our united powers, and hand it 
down to our poſterity as a legacy of ineſtimable value. For 
my brethren and companions ſake, I will now ſay, peace 
„% be within thee, becauſe of the houſe of the Lord our 
God I will ſeek thy good.” 


The words naturally lead me to conſider what is the cha- 
racter of a true and zealous promoter of the public peace and 
happineſs, or rather point out to us the diſtinguiſhing pro- 
perties and excellencies of this important duty. This double 
duty, ardent love, and watchful protection to our country, 
with fervent zeal, and reverential reſpe& for the Chriſtian 
Religion eſtabliſhed among us, will, I truſt, ever operate 
with powerful energy on our hearts, and prove an anchor 
« to the ſoul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt.” It is the obſervation 
of an eminent modern writer . That we live under a con- 
« ſtitution, which is ſo wiſely contrived, ſo ſtrongly raiſed, 
« and ſo highly finiſhed, that it is hard to ſpeak of it with 
that praiſe which is juſtly and ſeverely its due.” Notwith- 
ſtanding this juſt and merited encomium, yet we find the 


enemies of the peace and happineſs of mankind would wil. 


lingly 


* Blackſtone, end of the Fourth Volume. 
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lingly ſeek occaſion to raiſe unfounded jealouſies, and have 
craftily endeavoured to alienate the affections of the people 


from the laws of our glorious conſtitution, to undermine the 


powers of political obedience, and enervate the principles 


and precepts of religion. There cannot be a more convincing 
proof of a profligate and abandoned mind, than to be void of 
love to our country, and concern for its proſperity and hap- 
pineſs. This was the ſtandard of Praiſe and glory with the 
Greeks and Romans, and all the lines of their admired virtue, 
like the radii of a circle, were made to centre in this important 
point, the Amor Patric. That holy religion we profeſs, ſo 
far from diſcouraging that generous and diſintereſted Tegard 
we ought to have for the public welfare, that it animates us 
to it on more exalted principles, and with ſuperior obligations 
than ever were enforced by natural religion, or Pagan rites and 
ceremonies ; in this ſenſe, the bleſſed Author of our religion 
may be faid—** that he came not to deſtroy the law,” (that 
law which enjoins the love of our country, and obedience 
to its laws), ** but to fulfil it.” Under the Goſpel diſpen- 
ſation, we are taught to conſider ourſelves not merely as 
members of the ſame political body, but as members of the 


body of Chriſt, Every Chriſtian nation is, indeed, a part 


of this body, but that nation to which we are more imme- 


diately 


E 
diately conjoined, and with which we live in actual and 
preſent communion, will, of neceſſity, have a more extenſive 
ſhare of our care and concern, and claim a more ſpirited 
protection and regard than thoſe which are more remote. 
The general principles of humanity will direct us to pro- 
mote the good of the human race, but a ſocial and relative 
concern will induce us in the firſt inſtance—* to pray for 
„ the peace of our own Jeruſalem.” We are members of 
the ſame community, and as ſuch, ought to promote the 
good and happineſs of it; this community is a Chriſtian 
community, and, I hope, with the Divine protection, will 
ever flouriſh and proſper. We have one faith, one baptiſm, 
one hope of our calling ; we are members of the ſame ſtate, 
protected by the ſame laws, and governed by the ſame King. 


Hence ariſes this double obligation to promote—** the peace 
of our Jeruſalem.” 


In oppoſition, however, to theſe admired ſcenes of ſocial 
happineſs and union, we find the ſpirit of diſcord, and re- 
form, buſily at work, endeavouring to diſunite our focial 
from our religious obligations. The ſame principles and 
perſuaſions brought the Firſt Charles to the block, and ba- 
niſlied the Second. Conſtant experience, the conſent and ap- 
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probation of the good and wiſe, ' particularly the hiſtory of 
this day, added to the internal character of Church and State, 
prove their conſiſtency, and give mutual ſtrength, energy. 
and aſſiſtance. We need but examine the truth of this po- 
ſition. The intereſt of the State is, that obedience, order, 
and good government, ſhould be maintained ; that juſtice 
may be equally adminiſtered, and all ranks and degrees of 
men enjoy their reſpective legal rights; that induſtry, tem- 
perance, and ſobriety be encouraged; that truth and honeſty 
may be applauded, fraud and deceit detected and expoſed ; 
that the governing part of the nation. may be men of public 
ſpirit, integrity, and independent principles ; that the governed, 
enjoying the benefit of protection of the laws, may chear- 


fully regulate their behaviour in all dutiful ſubjection, and 


deteſt ſedition, tumult, and rebellion. The exereiſe of theſe 
virtues is the mutual intereſt of our glorious conſtitution, 


the bond that unites our ſocial and civil liberties, and the 


laws of religion do equally require, and expreſsly command 


them, but with this ſuperior force and authority not only 
« for wrath, but for conſcience ſake.” 


The intereſt of the moral and religious duties of mankind, 
if they are diſtinguiſhed from their civil and political ones, 


is, 


1 


is, that the fear, love, and worſhip of Almighty God be 
maintained in their full dignity; that the honour and reverence 
due to God be preſerved in the hearts and affections of men; 
that the tenets of Deiſm, prophaneneſs, falſe philoſophy, or 
free-thinking be diligently guarded againſt; that the truths re- 
vealed to us by his only begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt, eſpecially the 
fundamental ones on which he ſaid he would build his church, 
be taught, explained, and defended ; that thoſe who are em- 
ployed, or commiſſioned to teach, explain and defend the 
truths of religion, and to miniſter in holy things, be pro- 
tected, encouraged, and treated as ſtewards over the houſehold. 
of God, and miniſters of the ſpiritual kingdom of Chriſt. 
Religion, in all ages, has been anxiouſly protected by law, 
becauſe the laws are inſufficient to ſecure the peace and hap- 
pineſs of ſociety without religion. 


It is alſo evident, that fome of the moſt intereſting duties 
of man, as an accountable creature, reſt on principles inde- 
pendent of civil authority. Notwithſtanding this truth, an 
idolatrous admiration of the goddeſs of reaſon and a mil. 
guided policy, have endeavoured, and are ſtill endeavour- 
ing to perſuade mank ind that there may be morality enough 
to anſwer all the purpoſes of government without the perſua- 


ſion, 


616) 

ſion, inſtruction, or aſſiſtance of the prieſthood; that morals, 
the reſult of human reaſon will be fully ſufficient, without 
the aid and aſſiſtance of divine Revelation, principles which 
would hide the beauty and perfection of moral virtue, 


under the hideous garb of profeſſed, and even of applauded 
Atheiſm. 


In oppoſition to ſuch profane and dangerous notions, L 
will endeavour to ſhew that the belief, fear, reverence, and! 
worſhip of Almighty God—the truths revealed to us in the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſacred writings—the authority 
of his miniſters, and the government and diſcipline of our 
eſtabliſhed church, mutually depend on each other, and the 
peace and happineſs of the people on them, as evidently as 
natural effects depend on their cauſes. 0 e 


The laws of religion require the belief, fear, reverence, 
and worſhip due to Almighty God. Theſe principles have 


undoubtedly a powerful influence on mankind, reſtraining the 


inclinations of ſome, and correcting the vicious propenſities 


of others. There are ſome, indeed, that neither fear God, 
or regard man, like Gallio, „ who care for none of thoſe 
„ things ;” but there are but few in compariſon with the num- 

ber 
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ber who ſtand in awe of divine or human laws, who dread 
detection in this life, and the fear of eternal puniſhment in re- 
verſion; but the queſtion is, whether human laws and puniſh- 
ments are ſufficient for this end and purpoſe, and have ſuch 
univerſal and effectual influence as the belief and fear of God? 
It is evident human laws cannot extend to all caſes, they muſt 
firſt inſure detection, and even in thoſe caſes which fall under 
their cognizance, there are various ways for the guilty evading 
puniſhment; whereas the belief and fear of God lays a re- 
ſtraint on the thoughts and intents of the heart, and leaves no 
_ hopes of evaſion where guilt is wilfully contracted or obſti- 
nately purſued, We muſt acknowledge with ſhame and re- 
gret, that mankind are daringly wicked and corrupt, but they 
would be much worſe, even without controul, impelled like 
waves of the ſea, were the belief of God's power and 
providence doubted or deſtoyed. Deiſm would ſoon intro- 
duce a general corruption, and in its train would follow diſ- 
cord, faction, and all the dire ſuggeſtions of miſ-guided 
reaſon. Experience proves that in the ſame proportion, that 
the fear of God and principles of religion have degenerated, 
all integrity and truth, mutual truſt and confidence, the only 
ſupport of civil ſociety, became languid and diſtruſtfuu. When 
the human mind is tainted with doubt and diſbelief, the love 
E of 


(8.7) 


of virtue, or the dread of puniſhment will have but little effect. 


U 


Who then would exchange real ſecurity, to embrace ſpecula- 
tive and viſionary reform, founded only in wanton imagination 


and the fond effuſions of human infirmity. 


Secondly. The Goſpel of Chriſt, and the ſacred writings, 
not only contain the pureſt precepts and comprehenſive rules 
of civil life, but by the clear revelation of a future ſtate, 
ſtrongly enforce their practice. The Chriſtian religion does 
not leave men at liberty, whether they will obſerve them or 
not, but requires governors and ſubjects to perform their re- 
ſpective parts, under pain of wrath and eternal vengeance 
from him who is King of kings, and Lord of lords. The 
Goſpel does not preſcribe or enjoin any particular form of 
government, but leaving that to be ſettled by the laws and 
* conſtitutions of every country, yet the Goſpel requires ſubmif- 
ſion to the powers that are, that all Chriftians pay obedience 
to the civil laws and conſtitutions of the nation and country 
where they live Render unto Cæſar the things which are 
„ Czfar's,” flowed from the lips of truth. The denying the 
truth of the Chriſtian religion evidently weakens the belief of 
thoſe principles of natural religion, the being and providence 
of God, which even the oppoſers of Chriſtianity will allow 

| neceſſary, 


139 


neceſſary, or at leaſt convenient and ſerviceable to the ends 
of government, and by conſequence prove themſelves ene- 
mies to civil order. It is certainly a ſlender boundary and 
eaſy tranſition from Deiſm to Atheiſm, and when men are 
once induced to think that God never concemed himſelf to 
reveal his will to mankind, they will be brought to imagine he 
diſregards their actions, and at length deny the being of 
a God. Thoſe who deny the faith of Chriſt, ſeldom retain 
any reverence to the Almighty, or ſenſe of duty to him; 
thoſe who profanely ridicule the Goſpel, or totally diſre- 
gard its divine inſtitutions, purſue the readieſt courſe to ba- 
niſh all belief and fear of God, and his ſuperintending Pro- 
vidence. Diveſt Chriſtianity of its faith and doctrines, and 
you deprive it of its ſpiritual confolations and divine ſanctions. 
You even ſupercede revelation itſelf; or at leaſt you reduce it 
to the cold and ineffectual ſemblance of philoſophy, that philo- 
ſophy which has of late endeavoured to ufurp the venerable ſeat 
of learning and religion, and in their place to introduce ſo- 
phiſtry and atheiſm ; you reduce it to the humble ſtandard of 
human reaſon, you exhibit it as the deluſive ſhadow of a firm 


ſubſtance, the baſcleſs fabric of departed principles. 


Thirdly. 


620 


Thirdly. That the Chriſtian religion is a revelation from 
God, is a matter of fact, and that fact depends for its proof 


and evidence on a number of other facts'of an extraordinary and 
miraculous nature recorded in the New Teſtament, the truth of 
which manifeſtly confirms the principle fact. Let not there- 
fore the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt produce mere affer- 
tion or bold invective inſtead of ſound argument; let them 
diſprove the ſeveral facts which ſupport Chriſtianity, and con- 
vince the underſtanding of mankind by clear demonſtration or 
hiſtorical proof; let them prove that ſo many extraordinary 
predictions of the Old Teſtament were never fulfilled in the 
New ; that the aſtoniſhing miracles recorded as wronght by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, were never performed, but that the 
whole was the contrivance and invention of man ; till this can 
be eſtabliſhed with clear and ſatis factory evidence, every can- 


did and conſiderate mind will have full confidence in the 
ſacred writings, will humbly contemplate the wonderful works 


of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and, with true faith, run with 
*« patience the race which is ſet before them, looking unto 
«« Jeſus the author and finiſher of their faith.“ 


Let us then offer up our ſincere acknowledgments and de- 
vout praiſes to the Father of mercies, that we are bleſſed 


with 


( 22 ) 
with ſuch 'a happy conſtitution in Church and State, that 
unites every ſocial indulgence to each individual, in the pro- 


tection of perſon and property, with the ſpiritual conſolation 
ariſing from a ſound faith, and pure religion. The true hap- 


pineſs of every individual conſiſts in maintaining a perfect 
harmony and concord between them; mutual animoſities, 
unfounded jealouſies, and chimerical reform, will engender 
confuſion, and hence will follow ruin and deſtruction. It 
is the duty of every good Chriſtian, and every true friend 
to peace, order, and good government, to obviate and pre- 
vent the bitter effects of diſſentions, to watch againſt the 
madneſs of parties, and to convince men, that to undermine 
religion will deſtroy our civil liberty; and while law pro- 
tects religion, it advances its own power and authority. 
What the Magiſtrate guards, the Chriſtian Miniſter ſhould 
expound, illuſtrate, and defend. 


Whenever the Chriſtian Religion is attacked, let us not 


be aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, let us boldly ſtand 


in the front of the battle, let us put on the whole armour 


of God, and encounter the fiery darts of the wicked. 
Whenever the Goſpel is openly ridiculed, and its ſacred in- == 
ſtitutions made the ſcorn of infidels, it is incumbent on every 
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lover of order to take up the croſs, to be inſtant in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon, and imitate their heavenly Leader. 


For my brethren and companions ſake, I will now ſay, 
peace be within thee, becauſe of the houſe of the Lord 
our God, I will ſeek to do thee good.” This, no doubt, is 
the hearty deſire and endeavour of all, good men, whether 
Clergy or Laity, or whatever our rank or ſtation in life may 
be; but if the torrent of infidelity and corruption ſhould ever 
prove too ſtrong, and all our honeſt endeavours are borne 
down by the encountering tides of faction and ſedition on 
the one hand, and profaneneſs and impiety on the other, 
we may conclude the glorious fabric of our happineſs, both 
as a Church and a Nation, is daſhing on a rack, both will 
fink together, and we ſhall be in greater jeopardy than the 
diſciples were, and have more need to ſay—** Lord fave 


Jus, we periſh!” Inſtead of applying, by way of parallel, 


the ſtate of Jeruſalem as it ſtood in David's time Jeru- 
„ falem is built as a city that is at unity with itſelf, for 
„ thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord, to 
«« teſtify unto Iſrael, and to give. thanks in the name of the 


Lord ; inſtead. of this joyful and happy. deſeription, we 
ſhall find too much reaſon to draw a parallel between us 


and 


1 


and Jeruſalem when it was in another ſituation, when our 
Bleſſed Lord came near the city, and beheld it, and wept 
over it, ſaying— “ If thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt 
in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! 
„ but now they are hid from thine eyes!” 


To avert ſuch a melancholy reflection, let us, to our own 
| pious and zealous endeavours, let us ſincerely join in the 
prayer of the Pſalmiſt—** Save me, and deliver me from 
«© the hand of ſtrange children; whoſe mouth talketh of 
% vanity, and their right hand is a right hand of iniquity. 
% That our ſons may grow up as the young plants; and 

«© that our daughters may be as the poliſhed corners of the 
== temple. That our garners may be full and plenteous 
«« with all manner of ſtore ; that our ſheep may bring forth 
« thouſands and ten thouſands in our ſtreets. That our oxen 
may be ſtrong to labour, that there be no decay ; no lead- 
« ing into captivity, no complaining in our ſtreets, Happy 
are the people who are in ſuch a caſe; yea, bleſſed are 
„the people who have the Lord for their God.” 


Now to God the Father, &c. 


FINIS. 


